
                 

MEDIA INFORMATION 
Munich, 20 August 2025 
 
CITY IN THE CLOUD - DATA ON THE GROUND 
 
MEDIA CONFERENCE: 15 OCTOBER 2025, 11.00 A.M.  
OPENING: 15 OCTOBER 2025, 7.00 P.M. 
EXHIBITION DURATION: 16 OCTOBER UNTIL 8 MARCH 2026 
 
The increasing datafication of our virtual and physical lives has lead to an exponential rise in the 
construction of data infrastructure, ranging from undersea cable networks to vast data centers. New 
facilities are sprawling across territories, and cities and states around the globe are dedicating entire areas 
to these constructions so they can compete on the global data map. These sites generate immense 
economic value, but they come at high environmental and social costs, often contested by local communities 
and environmental movements. Power-hungry and resource-intensive, they depend on clean water and local 
energy grids, concentrating economic and political influence in the hands of a few multinational 
corporations. Moreover, details about data production and data rights are often kept out of public debates. At 
the same time, data has virtually become the new currency, fueling the extraction of more and more critical 
materials such as lithium, copper, cobalt, and tin. 
 
This exhibition critically examines the material and spatial impact of data infrastructure by revealing the 
sites where data is produced and consumed. How do we balance the increased appetite for data with just 
and equitable development? What effect does pervasive datafication have on the material landscape, 
architectural practice, and on memory and heritage? 
 
By making the sites of data infrastructure visible and raising awareness of our planetary data footprint, 
questions arise about how we should care for data. What should we keep, and what can we let go? The 
exhibition thus opens up a discussion about data’s potential role in fostering democratic and ecologically 
responsible collective futures. 
 
 
Curator: Damjan Kokalevski  
Research Advisor: Marina Otero Verzier 
Research and Photography: Giulia Bruno  
Photography: Catherine Hyland 
 
Exhibition Design: CPWH, Munich 
Graphic Design: Wiegand von Hartmann, Munich 
Interactive Design: 3e8 Studio, Vienna 
 
 
PUBLICATION 
An accompanying book featuring voices from architecture, media studies, technology, art, and political 
theory will be released: ‘City in the Cloud – Data on the Ground: The Architecture of Data’ edited by Cara 
Hähl-Pfeifer, Damjan Kokalevski and Andres Lepik, published by ArchiTangle, Berlin (German: ISBN 978-3-
9817790-6-6, English: ISBN 978-3-9817790-5-9; 58 euros). 
 
 
 
 
 



                 

The exhibition is supported by PIN. Freunde der Pinakothek der Moderne e.V. and their cooperation partner 
Allianz. 
 
Cooperation partners: Deutsches Museum; Digital Twin Munich by the City of Munich, Department of 
Communal Services, and GeodataService; and Leibniz Supercomputing Centre of the Bavarian Academy of 
Sciences and Humanities. 
 
Corporate sponsor: beMatrix Germany GmbH 
 
 
PUBLIC PROGRAM 
For the duration of the exhibition, we offer a diverse public program; you can find the latest information on 
the museum website at www.architekturmuseum.de/en/aktuell/. 
 
Nevertheless, we would like to point out the following formats in advance: 
 
EXHIBITION OPENING   
15 OCTOBER 2025 | 19:00  
Architekturmuseum der TUM in der Pinakothek der Moderne, Barer Str. 40, 80333 München 
 
You will soon find further dates for the accompanying program on our websites: 
www.architekturmuseum.de and www.pinakothek-der-moderne.de/programm 
 
 
 
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO YOUR REVIEWS. 
 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
ARCHITEKTURMUSEUM DER TUM 
Cara Hähl-Pfeifer | Architekturmuseum der TUM  
at the Pinakothek der Moderne 
Arcisstraße 21 | 80333 München 
T +49 (0)89 289 28342 | F +49 (0)89 289 28333 
E-Mail: haehl-pfeifer@architekturmuseum.de   
www.architekturmuseum.de 
 
PRESS DEPARTMENT PINAKOTHEKEN 
Tine Nehler M.A. | Head of Press & Communications 
Alte Pinakothek, Neue Pinakothek, Sammlung Schack und Staatsgalerien 
& Pinakothek der Moderne (Kunst | Graphik | Architektur | Design) 
Bayerische Staatsgemäldesammlungen 
Richard-Wagner-Straße 1 | 80333 München  
T +49 (0)89 23805-253 | +49 (0)162 1075013 
presse@pinakothek.de 
www.pinakothek-der-moderne.de/presse 
 
Information on data processing can be found at www.pinakothek-der-moderne.de/en/data-protection/ 
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